
wolfville

nova scotIa Is locatEd along Canada’s east coast and graced 
by the Atlantic Ocean. Our beautiful province has a storied past and an 
exciting future. The province offers a balanced lifestyle with people who 
are well-educated, innovative, and welcoming. Businesses here are diverse, 
strong, and export-focused. Nova Scotia is Canada’s University Capital, and 
Acadia is among the best of the 11 universities and 13 community colleges 
in the province.

nova scotia

a WondER of natURE
Acadia has amazing research facilities, some of them on our doorstep — like 
the Annapolis Valley, Kejimkujik National Park, and the Bay of Fundy. The 
Bay is a finalist in the New 7 Wonders of Nature, competing with places such 
as the Grand Canyon, the Great Barrier Reef, and the Amazon. 

The Bay of Fundy’s extreme tides create a diverse marine ecosystem. The Bay 
is home to coastal rock formations, impressive tidal effects, and sustainable 
development, as well as regions of significant fossil discoveries. It is also a 
critical feeding ground for migratory birds and endangered whales. 

Learn more and cast your vote. Visit: www.new7wonders.com 

WhEn UnIvERsIty Is In sEssIon, the town of 
Wolfville, Nova Scotia, features a population that is almost 
equally balanced between students and full-time residents. 
This means that Acadia and its activities — from sports 
and leisure to arts and culture — are integral to the town. 
Acadia and Wolfville represent a safe, diverse, and vibrant 
community that will welcome you.

Learn more: www.wolfville.ca 

nearby attractions: 
Grand Pré National 
Historic Site • Bay 
of Fundy • New Minas 
shopping district • 
Wolfville Farmers’ 
Market • Just Us Coffee 
Roasters • Gaspereau 
River tubing • award-
winning wineries • 
great downtown shops 
and cafés • Empire 7 
Cinemas • Ski Martock 
• Kejimkujik National 
Park • beaches and lakes 
• Oaklawn Zoo • Halifax 
clubs, concert venues, 
and cultural centres

Ron James (’79) loves Wolfville 
and Nova Scotia. You will too!
www.youtube.com/acaDiaViewbook

a View from aboVe
The Annapolis Valley has 
the richest agricultural 
land in the province.
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nova scotIa’s fUndy tIdEs RIsE 
and fall by as much as 16 metres daily, 
making them the highest in the world. 
The town of Wolfville, Nova Scotia, 
experiences its own tidal effect every 
September, when more than 3,000 
students from around the world come 
rushing into Acadia University, drawn by 
its reputation for academic excellence and 
its focus on developing the whole person. 

“Acadia’s tradition of academic rigour and 
excellence is part of who we are, and part 
of being a top-tier university in Canada and 
in the world,” says Ray Ivany, Acadia’s 15th 
president and vice-chancellor. “Our motto 
embodies the Acadia spirit — through hard 
work, we succeed.”

The university was built on the principle 
that everyone has a right to higher 
education, regardless of class, belief, 
gender, or race. In 1838, at a time when 
money was scarce, the community pulled 
together to create a special place for 
learning. Women knitted and sold mittens 
to raise funds and canvassed for materials; 
men felled trees and built the first 
academic halls — Acadia University began. 

Acadia has the distinction of being the 
only Canadian university inducted into the 
Smithsonian Institution for its pioneering 
use of technology in the classroom. Acadia 

a tradition 
begins

“Obtaining a liberal arts education from Acadia 
will prepare you for the complex world ahead.”

Raymond E. Ivany
Acadia’s President and Vice-Chancellor

What can Acadia do for you? Watch 
Come to Acadia, Go Anywhere on 
www.youtube.com/acaDiaViewbook

professors continue to set the standard for 
innovation. Outside of class, the university 
offers a host of opportunities to allow 
students to discover their passions — from 
athletics to the arts, volunteering, and 
community engagement. 

“Our combination of small, personalized 
classes and a rich computing environment 
provides special opportunities for Acadia 
students,” explains Tom Herman, Acadia’s 
vice-president, academic. “In particular, 
the lines between teaching and research 
become blurred, and teachers spend as 
much time mentoring students in research 
as they do in standard classroom activities.” 

More than 172 years after Acadia’s 
founding, the world continues to witness 
the influence of this liberal arts university 
— one whose visionary approach to 
academic excellence has set a new high-
tide mark around the world.

fact: Acadia’s stylized 
“A” on this cover depicts 
crossed axes to remind us of 
the determination and pride 
that is the Acadia Spirit. 
That spirit has sparked many 
successes at Acadia.
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great 
expectations

JUst lIkE yoU, acadIa has gREat 
expectations. We will help you develop to 
your full potential so that you can make a 
difference in the world.

You may have a precise career plan when 
you come to Acadia, or you may not know 
exactly what you want to do. We will 
ensure that while you are here you get the 
experience you need to succeed. It’s the 
personalized approach at Acadia that will 
make your time here special — linking 
you to faculty and the community to solve 
real-world problems.

Our award-winning professors will get to 
know you, mentoring you in a way that 
offers you incredible opportunities while 
our state-of-the art facilities support your 
learning and research. You will be welcomed 
into our community and you will be able 
to participate in what matters most to you. 
Throughout your studies and after you 
graduate, our strong network of alumni will 
support you.

Acadia is a liberal arts university 
founded on the motto that through hard 
work we succeed.

You will be challenged. You will also  
be rewarded. 

At Acadia, your great expectations will 
be met.

ExcEllEncE

• Highest ranking university in Nova 
Scotia, second in Canada (Maclean’s)

• Laureate in Washington’s Smithsonian 
Institution for integrating mobile 
technology into the curriculum 

• $3 million a year in scholarships and aid

• 1 in 4 varsity athletes an Academic All-
Canadian

• LEED-Gold-designed biology building 
(Green Building Council of Canada)

• Reducing greenhouse gases by 13 
million kilograms annually

tEachIng

• 1:11 faculty-to-student ratio

• All of our professors teach

• Average class size is 25

• More than 200 degree combinations

• First-year advisors

• Specialized centres of excellence

• 8 Canada Research Chairs

commUnIty

• 3,000 students, nearly half living on 
campus

• Student clubs and societies

• Support for international students

• Numerous sports and cultural events

• On-campus organic farm 

• Canada’s first Fair Trade Town

• Friends for life

Meet Leslie Lewis, a competitive rower, award-
winning student, cheerleader, and now international 
business analyst. Acadia exceeded her expectations. 
www.youtube.com/acaDiaViewbook

“Coming to Acadia has been completely life-changing.  
It’s where you discover who you are.”

Kaitlin almacK (’08)
Master’s student, Environmental and Sustainability Science, Sweden
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as yoU EntER thE WoRld of hIghER 
education, you’ll encounter new terminology. 
Here’s a brief list of some commonly used 
terms at Acadia.

acadEmIc tRanscRIpt: A document 
prepared by the Registrar’s Office recording 
a student’s entire official academic history 
including courses taken and grades assigned.

admIssIons applIcatIon: An official 
application must be completed for acceptance 
to Acadia University. The application process 
is the first step to becoming a student.

alUmnI: Graduates of the university.

asU: Acadia Students’ Union.

aUs: Atlantic University Sport, the Atlantic 
Canadian university athletics conference.

axEmEn and axEWomEn: Names 
of the university varsity teams and the 
university mascots.

BachEloR dEgREE: An undergraduate 
degree, usually 3 or 4 years in duration 
(full time).

BURsaRy: A non-repayable monetary grant 
based on financial need.

calEndaR: University publication detailing 
university regulations, programs, courses, 
and course descriptions.

cIs: Canadian Inter-university Sports. CIS 
is the national organization that oversees 
Canadian university athletics.

co-cURRIcUlaR tRanscRIpt: New 
in 2010 — an official Acadia University 
transcript that confirms your volunteer, 
leadership, related work experience, and 
awards during the four years you attend. 
Awarded upon graduation.

convocatIon: An official ceremony held 
to confer degrees.

coURsE: Unit of academic instruction for 
which 0–6 hours of credit are awarded.

cREdIt hoUR: The standard unit by which 
the course work offered by universities is 
normally measured. One credit hour (1h) is 
assigned to a class that meets fifty minutes 
per week in class instruction, exclusive 
of laboratory, tutorial, and examination 
requirements, over a period of one term, or 
for equivalent class hours at intersession.

dEan: The administrative head of a faculty 
(e.g. Dean of the Faculty of Arts).

dEgREE: Official recognition for 
completion of an approved program of 
study (e.g. BA or BSc).

ElEctIvE: A course counted towards a 
degree that is not required as part of that 
degree program.

gRadUatE dEgREE: A degree at the 
Master’s level earned beyond a Bachelor’s 
degree (e.g.  Master’s of Education).

maJoR sUBJEct: A formally recognized 
area of concentration within the BA, BBA, 
or BSc program for which students must 
complete specific courses.

mastER’s dEgREE: Advanced academic 
program focusing on a particular subject or 
area of study. Master programs are generally 
one to three years of study and require 
successful completion of an undergraduate 
degree (or its equivalent) to gain admission.

mInoR sUBJEct: A secondary area of 
concentration consisting of 12–24 hours’ 
credit depending on the faculty and 
discipline. All BA and BSc students must 
have a minor.

offIcIal tRanscRIpt: A student record 
kept by the university listing courses taken, 
grades obtained, and grade point average.

paREnts’ pRogRam: Acadia operates 
a unique communications program with 
parents to keep them apprised of campus 
activities, events, and important deadlines.

pREREqUIsItE: A course that must be 
completed before registering in an advanced-
level course in the same or related discipline.

Ra: Residence assistants employed to help 
you with campus living.

scholaRshIp: A non-repayable award 
based on academic performance.

tERm: Either of the two halves into which 
the school year is divided.

First term:
September – December (fall session)

Second term:
January – April (winter session)

tUItIon: Fees paid for enrolment in 
courses based on number of credit hours.

university
101

for mom anD DaD...
If your child is considering Acadia, 
we invite you to join our Parents’ 
Program to receive monthly updates 
on campus activities, events, and 
important deadlines.To sign up, please 
contact the program coordinator via 
email: parents@acaDiau.ca. 

student 
life

There’s a steep learning curve between 
high school and university. Recent grad 
Jillian Walsh can tell you all about it. 
www.youtube.com/acaDiaViewbook

almost half of oUR stUdEnts 
live on campus. It’s a choice that helps 
you get the most from your Acadia 
experience. One payment covers  
your living costs: rent, furniture,  
local telephone service, Internet 
service, cable, water, electricity, and 
heat. You’ll have access to Acadia’s  
high-speed network, laundry facilities 
in every residence, and the shortest 
commute to classes, the library, and 
recreational facilities.

Since no two people are alike, 
Acadia’s residences offer great 
variety. From a high-rise with 
modern conveniences and amazing 
views to quaint, historic properties 
— there is something for everyone.

Each residence has a team of Resident 
Assistants (RAs) who build and 
maintain a sense of community. RAs 
are fellow students who have first-aid 
certification and have learned about 
campus resources so that they can 
help you. RAs also organize residence 
activities, so let them know what 
interests you — from social events 
to community service to organizing 
study groups. This is where you will 
meet your new friends for life. 

campUs dInIng 
Enjoy fine dining on campus 
and do something good for the 
environment. Wheelock Hall supports 
the community by purchasing and 
promoting local produce. That includes 
food produced by the student-run 
Acadia Farm. Our dining hall is also 
trayless and Styrofoam-free, and 
we’ve dimmed our lights to reduce our 
carbon footprint. Did we mention our 
chef is award-winning?

It’s IntangIBlE and ImmEasURaBlE,  
but there’s no doubt it exists — The Acadia Spirit. 
From our varsity sports teams to our teams 
of volunteers or your new housemates, Acadia 
students enthusiastically embrace their new 
community. That sense of spirit means you’ll feel 
comfortable as soon as you step onto campus.

where the action is 
When you are on campus you 
are where the action is 
— varsity games, debates, 
guest speakers, art exhibits, 
live concerts, rallies, 
winter carnival formals, and 
even recitals. You’ll also 
experience Acadia’s famous 
Exit 10 parties.

a uniVersity first
Acadia is the first 
university in Canada 
to serve up myPantry 
— a fully-functioning 
kitchen that we’ll stock 
with your grocery requests 
— allowing you to make your 
favourites from home. 
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Peek inside our dorms.  
Watch Residence Life. 
www.youtube.com/acaDiaViewbook
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acadEmIc REsoURcEs

• Acadia Tutoring Service

• Acadia Counselling & 
Student Resource Centre

• Academic Advising

• Academic Support Programs

• First Year Advisor

• Math Support Centre

• Student Access and 
Information Services

• Success Seminars

• Study Skills Program

• Technology Services

• Writing Centre

cEntREs of ExcEllEncE

• Acadia Centre for the Study 
of Ethno-cultural Diversity

• Acadia Centre for Social and 
Business Entrepreneurship

• Arthur Irving Academy for 
the Environment

• Centre for Organizational 
Research and Development

• Centre for Estuarine 
Research

• Centre for Microstructural 
Analysis

• Centre for Mathematical 
Modelling and Computation

• Centre for Sensory Research 
of Food

• E.C. Smith Herbarium

• Harriet Irving Botanical 
Gardens

• Humanities Hypermedia 
Centre

• K.C. Irving Environmental 
Science Centre

• Sheldon L. Fountain 
Learning Commons

• Statistical Consulting Centre

• Vaughan Memorial Library

tEchnology 
qUEstIons?

Visit http://ts.acadiau.ca/ or 
phone our Service Desk at 
1-888-609-3330. You can also 
email helpdesk@acadiau.ca.m

in
d

 a
n

d
 b

o
d

y

acadIa BElIEvEs In an EdUcatIon 
that develops you as a whole person. We know 
that in order for you to achieve your best, you’ll 
need personal attention and access to top-notch 
people, programs, and facilities.

Our 250-acre campus of sloping lawns with 
majestic trees and ivy-covered halls provides the 
perfect complement to Acadia-only technology, 
widely recognized research, environmental 
awareness, and a varsity sports powerhouse — 
the hallmarks of an Acadia education.

nEW tEchnology Is old school
Acadia is the first university to use mobile 
technology as part of its curriculum. We 
still set the standard today. Technology is 
an integral part of learning here and is used 
extensively inside the classroom and beyond, 
so you will need a laptop. It’s your way to 
connect to your professors, your coursework, 
your friends, and the world. We offer 
exceptional user support, as well as hardware 
support on Acadia-approved laptops from 
Apple and Dell.

Tutoring can make the difference 
to your academic success. Watch 
Tutoring to learn more, literally! 
www.youtube.com/acaDiaViewbook

vaUghan mEmoRIal lIBRaRy
Access to all the information you’ll need is available 
at our library, which offers a quiet place to study and 
academic librarians to assist you. Get advice on how 
to navigate library resources, and to find, organize, 
and properly cite sources for your papers. 

aRt gallERy
The Acadia Art Gallery offers a year-round exhibition 
program of contemporary and historical work, and 
conducts outreach to enhance the cultural experience 
of the university and the wider community.

stUdEnt hEalth sERvIcEs
Student Health Services provides on-campus access 
to physicians and nurses on weekdays. You’ll receive 
health education and primary healthcare in a caring 
and confidential environment.

fact: Acadia’s Manning 
Memorial Chapel is a 
place for you to reflect 
regardless of your religious 
beliefs. Construction was 
initiated by Acadia students 
and supported by the family 
of Fred C. Manning. It 
opened in 1963. Worship is 
offered daily.

safe campus: Safety 
and Security 
patrols campus 24/7 
and works closely 
with RAs. They 
use surveillance 
cameras, swipe-card 
access, direct-line 
emergency phones, a 
night time courtesy 
shuttle, and walk-
home services to 
ensure your safety.

wong international 
centre: The centre 
offers a friendly 
environment where 
international 
students can study, 
gather for social 
activities and 
cultural events, or 
just hang out. The 
centre is staffed to 
offer you personal 
assistance.
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WE’RE pRoUd of acadIa’s stRong vaRsIty  
athletics program — it’s a tradition that dates back to 1875. 
Acadia holds more conference and national championships 
than any other university in Atlantic Canada and has the 
highest number of Academic All-Canadians for primarily 
undergraduate universities in the country.

We are a member of Canadian Interuniversity Sport (CIS) 
and Atlantic University Sport (AUS).

When our varsity teams play, our fans gather to carry on 
Acadia’s Stand Up and Cheer tradition!

athlEtIc facIlItIEs

• Two gymnasiums

• Olympic-sized ice surface

• 25-metre swimming pool

• Cardio centre

• Weight training room

• Racquetball and squash courts

• Campus store and snack shop

• Stadium — featuring the same artificial turf used by the 
New England Patriots

• National standard, eight-lane, all-weather track

• Sports Hall of Fame

• Sports Therapy Clinic

• Practice fields

• Tennis courts

• Walking and hiking trails

• Jogging paths

“Acadia is one big family — not just the football team, but all of 
the teams. We support each other on and off the field or court.”

Najja Coley (’10)
axemen: 
Basketball 
Football 
Hockey 
Soccer 
Swimming

axewomen: 
Basketball 
Cross-country 
Rugby 
Soccer 
Swimming 
Volleyball

stand up and cheer

Hockey captain Paul McFarland 
(’10) is a leader in both sport 
and community. 
www.youtube.com/acaDiaViewbook
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